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the descendants of those who, when the Dorians came, retired
north under King Tisamenos, the son of Orestes. It is almost
demonstrably false. The unlikelihood of a retirement before
the Dorians ending on the north coast needs no stressing.
There was another legend in which Tisamenos was killed ;
and the fact that these Achaians—or at least their colonists
in Italy—spoke good broad Doric,1 not one of the dialects
that one would expect of the descendants of Homer's heroes,
makes it likely that these are a later wave of Achaians,
moving in the wake of Dorians and Aitolians from northern
Greece.
Wedged between the hills and the sea—for along most
of that coast there is no coastal plain at all—the dozen
Achaian communities roused no man's covetousness, and
were themselves too weak to threaten others. Only in the
west the people of Dyma are found fighting the Eleians,
and in the east Pellene, standing a few miles inland in a fair-
sized valley, conducted neighbourly hostilities with Sikyon.
The Achaians' chief claim to importance, and it is not incon-
siderable, arises from the fact that when, in the late eighth
century, the growing population in Greece was everywhere
pressing hard on the means of subsistence, in Achaia there
was obviously not another acre of ground to bring under
cultivation anywhere. Consequently no people played a
greater part than the Achaians in the colonization of the
West.
There remain to be considered the states of the northern
mainland, from the borders of Illyria to the Attic-Boiotian
frontier.
None of these, save Boiotia, the only one of these lands
in which Minoan civilization had taken firm root, contributed
anything of importance towards the movement that
culminates in Greek tragedy and Greek rationalism; nor did
they even develop the city-state. Like the Peloponnese,
1 On the evidence of inscriptions, of the fifth century, from the Achaian
colonies in south Italy. Early inscriptions from Achaia itself have not yet
been studied. See Buck's Greek Dialects,

